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Florian Beckermann is the Executive Director of the Austrian Shareholder
Association (IVA), an organisation to which he has been an active member since
2009. He is also a Board Member at BETTER FINANCE, ESMA’s Investor Protection
Standing Committee (IPSC), the World Federation of Investors Council (WFIC) and
Supervisory Board Member oekostrom AG. As a distinguished economist and legal
expert, Florian has extensive experience in investor advocacy and corporate
governance. He is part of the standing working council of the Republic of Austria on
Corporate Governance. His professional journey includes serving as Managing
Director of various companies, Supervisory Board Member and Associate Professor
at the IMC University of Applied Sciences Krems. With a dedication to sustainable
finance, Florian has extensive knowledge and experience in ESG analysis, as well as
being a Certified Environmental, Social, and Governance Analyst (CESGA). Florian
holds a degree in law from the University of Bonn, a degree in economics from
Fernuniversität Hagen and a postgraduate Master in International tax law from
Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien.

Florian Beckermann
Managing Director, Austrian Shareholder Association, IVA

José Ramón Bauza is a Spanish politician who has served in the past as President of
the Balearic Islands (2011-2015), Senator in the Spanish Senate (2015–2019), and as a
Member of the European Parliament (2019-2024). His political career is
characterised by his advocacy for economic development, educational reform, and
European integration. In the EP, he has been the chair of the Tourism Task Force,
Coordinator of the Transport Committee, where, among others, he has been the
rapporteur of the RefuelEuAviation file (SAF) regarding the Fit for Fifty-five package.
Currently, José serves as Founder and Chairman of the Aviation and Tourism
Forum, a global platform dedicated to fostering collaboration, innovation, and
growth within these industries. Additionally, he serves as a Board Trustee at the
World Law Foundation and as a member of the Executive Supervisory Board at the
Aviation Event. He also has an academic and professional background in pharmacy,
which he continues to utilise as a pharmacy owner in his hometown of Marratxi.
José is a pharmacy graduate from the Complutense University of Madrid, while also
attending various professional courses, including the Advanced Course in
Management and Direction of the Pharmaceutical Industry by IE Business School,
Public Leadership and Entrepreneurship Program by Deusto Business School, the
Workshop in Global Leadership by Harvard Kennedy School, and Workshop on the
Future of Government by University of Oxford. 

José Ramón Bauzá
President of the Balearic Islands (2011 - 2015) and MEP (2019 - 2024)

Jella Benner-Heinacher
Senior Advisor Foreign Affairs, DSW

Jella Benner-Heinacher is the President of BETTERFINANCE and a Senior Advisor
for Foreign Affairs at DSW, the leading Shareholder association in Germany. As part
of her role for DSW, she spearheads international initiatives through her
involvement with BETTERFINANCE. Her responsibilities include Addressing
Corporate Governance and Shareholder issues including SRD2, Delisting and
Collective Redress. Jella is representing the interests of minority shareholders at the
Level of the EU and also as member of a Consultative Group at ESMA in Paris. She
is an attorney with an educational background spanning France, Switzerland, and
the United States.



Javier Cremades
Secretary General of AEMEC and Lawyer at Cremades & Calvo-Sotelo

Javier Cremades is the Founder and President of Cremades & Calvo-Sotelo, a law
firm operating in 11 cities across several European and American countries. He is
also Secretary General of AEMEC, as well as President of the World Jurist
Association (WJA), the oldest international association of jurists in the world. In 2025,
he was awarded the Universal Spanish Prize by the Independent Foundation, a
prestigious honour bestowed upon prominent Spanish figures, including Rafael
Nadal, Margarita Salas, Julio Iglesias, and Plácido Domingo, among others. As a
teacher of jurists, he is the founder of several postgraduate programs from which
hundreds of young lawyers have graduated, specialising in Digital, Business, and
Energy Law. Among his recognitions, he was named Lawyer of the Year in Spain by
Forbes magazine (2015) and Lawyer of the Year in the World by the WJA (2017). He
holds the Medals of Honor of the Bar Associations of Madrid, Barcelona and Malaga
and the National Jurisprudence Award of Mexico. He is currently Honorary Consul
of South Korea in Malaga and Honorary Consul of Mexico in South Korea. Javier
Cremades is the author of numerous legal monographs and several books of
essays. He holds a doctorate in law from the University of Regensburg (Germany)
and UNED (Spain). He received a doctorate Honoris Causa from the International
University of Valencia, Spain, and a post-doctorate Honoris Causa from the
University of Bologna, Italy. He is a full member of the Royal European Academy of
Doctors.

Iacopo Destri

Iacopo Destri is the founding Partner of C-Lex Studio Legale and vice-chairman of
New Savers, an Italian association pursing financial education and member of Word
Federation of Investors. After beginning his career at Michael Best & Friedrich in
Chicago, Illinois (USA), he worked for several years in the American law firm Baker
&McKenzie. He has also held the position of Italian manager for Brand Protection for
Cisco Systems. Subsequently, he joined the IP/IT department of Dewey & LeBoeuf
Law Firm in Milan followed by collaboration with Orsingher Ortu Avvocati Associati
in Milan. He specialises in intellectual and industrial property, technology and
information, unfair competition, advertising, internet, e-commerce and
entertainment law. He also has extensive experience in commercial contract law,
bankruptcy law, data protection law, and sports law. Iacopo has been a lecturer for
the Master of Strategies for the Business of Sports organised by the Università Ca'
Foscari di Venezia, the Master in Fashion and Design Business (MAFED) at the
Università Bocconi di Milano, the Master in Economics for Lawyers and Public
Managers at the Università degli Studi di Pisa, and the Master in Law and Business
at the Business School of Il Sole24Ore. He has contributed to several specialist
publications in the IP/IT field. Iacopo graduated with the highest honours from the
Università degli Studi di Pisa.

Partner at C-Lex Studio Legale, Vice Chairman of the IFNL, FIKBMS’
Federal Prosecutor



Jonas Fernández
Member of the European Parliament, S&D ECON Committee Coordinator

Jonás Fernández is a Spanish economist and politician who has been serving as a
Member of the European Parliament (MEP) since 2014, representing the Spanish
Socialist Workers' Party (PSOE) within the S&D group. In his role as MEP, Jonás is a
member of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs, in which he is a
Coordinator for S&D, the Subcommittee on Tax Matters, the Delegation to the EU-
Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee, and the Delegation for Relations with
the People’s Republic of China. For the past 20 years, he has built a career at the
intersection of economic policy, European governance, and progressive political
thought. Professionally, Jonás worked at the consultancy firm Solchaga Recio &
Asociados from 2005 to 2014, ascending to the role of Chief Economist. In the past,
he also lectured on international economics at the Carlos III University of Madrid. An
active contributor to public discourse, Jonás has authored several books, including
"Una alternativa progresista" (2013), "Crónicas europeas" (2017), and "Volver a las
raíces" (2021), the latter of which was translated into English as "Returning to Our
Roots" in 2022. He has completed his training with a program of Advanced
Econometrics at the London School of Economics and Political Science and the
Senior Executives in National and International Security at Harvard University ).
Jonás holds a Bachelor's degree in Economics and an MSc in International
Economics from the University of Oviedo, an MSc in Economics and Finance from
CEMFI (the Bank of Spain), and an Executive MBA from IESE Business School. 

Christiane is an attorney and Managing Director of Deutsche Schutzvereinigung für
Wertpapierbesitz e.V. (DSW), the leading German investor association with more
than 30.000 individual investors as members. Christiane has extensive experience in
securities law, sustainability, and corporate governance issues, both nationally and
internationally. She is also a member of the German Stock Exchange Commission
(BSK), the Consumer Advisory Council of the German Federal Financial Supervisory
Authority, as well as ESMA’s Securities and Markets Stakeholders Group. Christiane
chairs BETTER FINANCE’s Legal Committee and is an independent board and audit
committee member of K+S AG and Gelsenwasser AG. Christiane completed her law
studies in Cologne (Germany) and Montpellier (France) with a bar degree.

Christiane Hölz
Managing Director, DSW

José F. Estévez

José F. Estévez is a Partner and Vice Chair at Cremades & Calvo-Sotelo, the leading
Spanish law firm specialising in business and finance. He is also the Vice Chair of the
Legal Committee of BETTER FINANCE, a member of ESMA’s Consultative Working
Group for Corporate Finance, as well as sits on the Council of the World Federation
of Investors (WFI). A published author of “Derecho Digital” (Digital Law), Estévez also
lectures in commercial law at Universidad San Pablo-CEU and is Vice Chairman of
the Brazil-Spain Chamber of Commerce. As a lawyer, legal scholar, and corporate
advisor, José has over three decades of experience in telecommunications law,
corporate governance, and the defence of minority shareholders across Europe. In
the past, he held prominent executive roles, including Legal Director at ENCE -
Energy and Cellulose, General Counsel and Secretary of the Board at Orange Spain,
as well as various senior legal positions at Telefónica. José holds dual degrees in
Law and Hispanic Philology from the Universidad San Pablo-CEU and the
Universidad Complutense de Madrid and has completed the Senior Management
Programme at IESE Business School. 

Vice Chair of the Legal Committee of BETTER FINANCE and Vice Chair at
Cremades & Calvo-Sotelo



Enma López Araújo is a Spanish politician currently serving as the Federal Secretary
for Economic Policy and Digital Transformation of the Spanish Socialist Workers'
Party (PSOE). Additionally, she serves as Deputy Spokesperson of the Municipal
Group and has been Spokesperson for Economy, Innovation, and Finance since
2019. In this Commission, as well as in the Accounts Commission, she participates in
the preparation and supervision of the Madrid City Council's Budget. Enma has a
long-standing career in the public sector, having served as the General Director of
Fundación CSAI, Advisor to the Head of the Cabinet of the Prime Minister, Insurance
Supervisor at the Ministry of Economics, Manager of the Income Area at the
National Treasury Department, and Advisor for the Spanish Senate Socialist Group.
She holds a degree in Economic and Business Law from the University of Vigo.

Enma López Araújo
Secretariat for Economic Policy and Digital Transformation of the Spanish
Socialist Workers' Party, Spain

Aleksandra Maczyńska is the Managing Director at BETTER FINANCE. She has
extensive experience in managing international projects, including EU-funded
capacity-building initiatives. Additionally, she contributes to various EU expert
groups, including DG Just Consumer Policy Advisory Group, ESMA's Securities and
Markets Stakeholder Group and Sustainability Standing Committee Consultative
Working Group, as well as EIOPA's Occupational Pensions Stakeholder Group and
United Nations's Civil Society Advisory Body of the Principles for Responsible
Banking. Before joining BETTER FINANCE, she served as the Deputy Director of the
International Relations and Communication Department at the Polish Consumer and
Competition Watchdog. As a Fellow of the Robert Bosch Foundation Programme
for Young Executives from the Public Sector, she worked at the Division for World
Bank International Monetary Fund, Debt Issues, and International Finance Structure
at the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development. She
was an expert in various EU Council WP, including the WP on Financial Services
and the WP on Competitiveness and Growth, as well as the European Commission’s
Working Groups and Advisory Committees. 

Aleksandra Mączyńska
Managing Director, BETTER FINANCE

David Kovel
Managing Partner at Kirby McInerney

David Kovel is Managing Partner at Kirby McInerney, a New York based law firm
representing institutional investors, governmental entities, and individuals in matters
of securities, antitrust, healthcare, consumer, corporate governance, whistleblower,
and ERISA fraud. A former commodities trader, he has extensive experience
representing plaintiffs in groundbreaking whistleblower, commodities, antitrust,
securities, and corporate governance matters, including on appeal. Amongst other
recent activities, in 2021, David obtained the then-largest publicly announced single
whistleblower award arising under the Dodd-Frank and IRS whistleblower
programs on behalf of a Deutsche Bank whistleblower. He is the head of the
litigation section of the New York City Bar Association Committee on Futures and
Derivatives Regulation and is a former member of the New York City Bar
Association Antitrust Committee. Prior to joining KM, he practised at Simpson
Thacher & Bartlett LLP. David holds a Bachelor of Arts from Yale University, an MBA
from Columbia Business School, and a Doctor of Law from Columbia Law School. 



MP Miguel Angel Paniagua is a Spanish politician, currently serving as a Member of
Parliament for the Partido Popular (People’s Party) representing the province of
Palencia in the Spanish Congress of Deputies, where he serves as Spokesperson for
the Committee on Economic Affairs, Trade and Digital Transformation. In his current
role as Spokesperson for the Committee on Economic Affairs, Trade, and Digital
Transformation, Paniagua has participated in debates on business competitiveness
and regulatory harmonisation at the European level. Before entering politics, Miguel
worked for 18 years in the banking sector, serving as a private banking agent and
financial advisor to companies, as well as having a long-standing career as an
entrepreneur through an financial consulting firm. He also served as Secretary of
Communications for the CSICA-CE union for two years. Miguel holds a degree in
Economics and Business Administration from the University of Valladolid and an
Executive MBA from the European Business School.

Miguel Angel Paniagua
MP, Spokesperson of the Committee on Economic Affairs, Trade and
Digital Transformation

Mark Northway
Chairman of the World Federation of Investors (WFI)

Mark Northway is chair of the World Federation of Investors and past chair of
ShareSoc, the UK Individual Shareholders Society. Until late 2024, he was also an
investment manager at Sparrows Capital, a firm that utilises evidence-based asset
management. Mark’s investment experience spans credit, fixed income, equity and
treasury markets. He has previously worked for Brookfield, LBBW, Rabobank and
Standard Chartered Bank. Mark holds a BA (Exeter), an MBA (Open) and the IMC.

Antonia Nedkova 
IR Manager, Retail Investors and Digital Contents at Repsol 

Antonia Nedkova is the IR Manager, Retail Investors and Digital Contents at Repsol,
a global multi-energy company. Antonia has been with the company for over 16
years, first starting as a Strategy and Analytical Cost Analyst and then being
promoted to Investor Relations. Prior to joining the company, she completed
internships in Asset Management at Banco BANIF and as a Fundamental Analyst
and Equity Derivatives specialist at BBVA. Antonia holds a degree in Economics and
Finance from Universidad Complutense de Madrid. 



Guillaume Prache
Founder & Senior Adviser, BETTER FINANCE

Guillaume Prache is the Founder and Senior Adviser of BETTER FINANCE, the
European Federation of Investors and Financial Services Users, an organisation he
led for over a decade. Throughout his career, Guillaume has represented the
interest of financial services users in various advisory boards across EU institutions.
Currently, he sits at the ESMA's Securities and Markets Stakeholder Group and
EIOPA's Insurance and Reinsurance Stakeholder Group and at the French financial
regulator AMF. He has served as the first chair of the ESMA Stakeholder Group and
as a former vice chair of the European Commission’s FSUG (Financial Services User
Group), as well as a member of the EIOPA Pensions and EBA Banking Stakeholder
Groups. Guillaume started as a magistrate at the French Court of Auditors and has
extended and international experience in financial matters, most recently as Chief
Financial Officer of Rhône-Poulenc Rorer, Inc., a “Fortune 500” publicly-listed
pharmaceutical company (today Sanofi) and then as Managing Director of the
European affiliate of the Vanguard Group, Inc. He has taught asset management for
the CIWM (Certified International Wealth Manager) program and written two books,
Politique Économique Contemporaine (1989) and Les Scandales de l’Épargne
Retraite (2008), as well as various articles on economics and finance.

Flip Schreurs is the Chairman of the Fiat Chrysler Investors Recovery Stichting
(FCIRS), an independent foundation representing investors affected by the Fiat
Chrysler (currently Stellantis) emission scandal. With over 30 years of experience,
Filip is a lawyer and partner at Boels Zanders, one of the Netherlands' top 25 most
prominent law firms. In this role, he specialises in corporate litigation, insolvencies
and restructuring, with an emphasis on corporate and shareholder disputes. Apart
from his law practice, Flip serves as a board member of the Corporate Litigation
Association and the Corporate & Commercial Mediation Association (Platform
Business Mediation). He is also a member of the INSOLAD Association (Insolvency
Law Attorneys) and the Royal Commercial Law Association. He was a board
member and Chairman of INSOLAD as well as an editorial member of the
Insolvency Law Journal. Flip is a lecturer at the CPO Grotius specialisation course
Corporate Litigation and publishes frequently in his field. Flip studied Civil Law in
Utrecht and Tax Law in Leiden while also holding several certifications, including
Grotius specialisation courses in Insolvency Law and Corporate and Business Law,
Financial Economics specialisation from Erasmus University, and a Mediation
course from the Centre for Conflict Management.

Flip Schreurs
Chairman of the Fiat Chrysler Investors Recovery Stichting (FCIRS)

Manuel Pardos is the President of ADICAE (Asociación de Usuarios de Bancos, Cajas
y Seguros), the largest consumer association specialising in financial consumption
in Spain. Since the organisation's inception in 1990, he has led its efforts to defend
financial consumers against industry abuses, including the mis-selling of complex
products such as preference shares. As a prominent Spanish consumer rights
advocate, Manuel has represented consumers in various national and European
bodies, including the CNMV's Advisory Committee, the European Commission's
Financial Services Consumer Group, and the Euro Consumer Group. Previously,
Manuel spent 30 years teaching at both secondary and university levels. He has
authored numerous publications on financial literacy and consumer protection and
is a regular contributor to Spanish economic media. Manuel is a graduate of
Philosophy. 

Manuel Pardos
President of ADICAE (Asociación de Usuarios de Bancos, Cajas y Seguros)



Octávio Viana
President of the Board of Directors, ATM - the Portuguese Investor Association

Octávio Viana is the President of the Board of Directors of the ATM, the Portuguese
Investor Association. He is also the Founder and President of Citizens' Voice, a
consumer protection association known for initiating over 120 class-action lawsuits
across Portugal. Octávio has over two decades of experience in banking, financial
analysis, capital markets, corporate consultancy, and consumer rights. In the past,
he has served on various European-level advisory boards and held senior roles in
several financial companies. Octávio has authored the book “Estudos no Mercado
de Capitais,” a significant contribution to non-professionals seeking investment
opportunities in the capital markets. He has also published various articles about
capital markets and created applications to help investors calculate the fair value
and risk of companies and countries. Octávio holds a Ph.D. in Management and
Finance from Universidade Portucalense (UPT) and is currently pursuing a degree in
law at Universidade Lusófona - Centro Universitário Porto.

Rafael Tripero is a Partner and Managing Director at Cremades & Calvo-Sotelo, a
renowned Spanish Law Firm. He specialises in corporate transactions, mergers and
acquisitions, and digital economy advisory. Rafael is also an advisor at AEMEC, the
Spanish Association of Minority Shareholders of Listed Companies. He also serves
as Secretary of the Board of Directors for various international entities. Rafael has
over four decades of experience as an economist and lawyer, holding leadership
positions across diverse sectors, including defence, telecommunications, digital
marketing, big data services, LegalTech, BPO/contact centres, and financial
services. Tripero's extensive executive background encompasses key roles,
including CFO at Venturini España, CEO of Telegate AG, CEO of Grupo BEM,
Corporate General Manager at Digitex, CEO of Schober AG Iberia, and General
Manager at MailTecK. He is also a former officer in the Spanish Air Force. He is
certified in GDPR compliance (CDPP) and holds a specialist qualification in Data
Protection Law from the Madrid Bar Association. Rafael holds dual degrees in Law
and Business Administration from ICADE (Universidad Pontificia Comillas) and an
MBA from IESE Business School.

Rafael Tripero
AEMEC Advisor and Managing Director at Cremades & Calvo-Sotelo

Sander Van Prooijen is the Head of Business & Sales at Finvictum, an information
and communication platform for listed companies to inform, communicate and
engage with investors. With over a decade of experience in digital transformation,
cloud infrastructure, DevSecOps, and compliance solutions, during his time as a
freelancer, Sander has successfully built and scaled GTM functions across Europe,
helping companies grow from zero to multimillion-dollar revenues. His freelance
advisory work spans fintech, expense management, and payments, guiding high-
growth ventures on scaling, risk mitigation, and value-driven GTM execution.
Sander has held senior leadership roles at Flosum and Workiva and is a recognised
thought leader in the EMEA SaaS landscape. Sander is a graduate of Leiden
University of Applied Sciences with additional training in international business.  

Sander Van Prooijen
Head of Business & Sales, Finivictum
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Connect with us:

Thank you
for joining us!

@betterfinance4all

@Better_Finance

@betterfinance

@BetterFinance4all

@betterfinance.bsky.social


