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                Will you afford to retire? | The Real Return of Long-term and Pension Savings | 2023 Edition

                
            

        
  
        
For long‐term and pension savers, the year 2022 was undoubtedly a calamitous one. Poor capital market performance and sky‐rocketing inflation across all European Union (EU) Member States resulted in disastrous returns, both in nominal and real terms, for virtually all of the product categories analysed in this report. This comes after a year 2021 that


    
 

                    
		    

		                		                    
                    
                    
                        

    
        
            
                Will you afford to retire? | The Real Return of Long-term and Pension Savings | 2023 Edition – Country-by-country

                
            

        
  
        
The Real Return of Long-term and Pension Savings 2023 – Austria The Real Return of Long-term and Pension Savings 2023 – Belgium The Real Return of Long-term and Pension Savings 2023 – Bulgaria The Real Return of Long-term and Pension Savings 2023 – Croatia The Real Return of Long-term and Pension Savings 2023 – Denmark


    
 

                    
		    

		                		                    
                    
                    
                        

    
        
            
                Will you afford to retire? | The Real Return of Long-term and Pension Savings | 2023 Edition – Executive Summary

                
            

        
  
        
For long‐term and pension savers, the year 2022 was undoubtedly a calamitous one. Poor capital market performance and sky‐rocketing inflation across all European Union (EU) Member States resulted in disastrous returns, both in nominal and real terms, for virtually all of the product categories analysed in this report. This comes after a year 2021 that


    
 

                    
		    

		                		                    
                    
                    
                        

    
        
            
                Joint BETTER FINANCE – FESE Webinar | Enhancing Retail Participation in Capital Markets Through Pension Products

                
            

        
  
        
On November 28th BETTER FINANCE and FESE will be hosting a webinar on ‘Enhancing Retail Participation in Capital Markets Through Pension Products’. As part of European Retirement Week 2023, the webinar will assess the Retail Investment Strategy’s impact on pension investments in capital markets and explore the reasons behind Europeans’ limited investment in pension products.


    
 

                    
		    

		                		                		                    
                    
                    
                        

    
        
            
                30 November 2023 – Pensions Report Roundtable | Will you afford to retire?

                
            

        
  
        
For a decade, BETTER FINANCE has flagged the persistently low real returns in EU long-term and pension savings. As government and occupational pensions dwindle, Public Authorities urge earlier and increased savings for retirement. Yet, this advice often disregards a fundamental issue: inadequate, sometimes negative, long-term real returns after inflation.  BETTER FINANCE reports disprove the claim


    
 

                    
		    

		                		                    
                    
                    
                        

    
        
            
                ARTE: The Future of our Pensions

                
            

        
  
        
The recent ARTE documentary titled “The Future of our Pensions” explores how to make the EU pensions system more effective at providing adequate returns. This in-depth feature examines pension systems throughout the European Union and includes interviews with policymakers, scholars, stakeholders, and retirees to provide a comprehensive look at the current state of pensions in


    
 

                    
		    

		                		                    
                    
                    
                        

    
        
            
                Will I afford to retire? | Pension adequacy

                
            

        
  
        Pensions Report - Overview BETTER FINANCE is committed to ensuring pension adequacy and transparency in pension returns for EU citizens. We recognize the ongoing challenges faced by pensioners in attaining a sustainable retirement income, including the impact of ‘financial repression’ on the purchasing power of EU pensioners and the growing strain on the provision and

    
 

                    
		    

		                		                    
                    
                    
                        

    
        
            
                Long-term and Pension Savings – The Real Return – 2022 Edition – Summary Booklet

                
            

        
  
        
BETTER FINANCE published the 10th edition of its “Real Return of Long-Term and Pension Savings report | 2022 Edition”. Download the full report in English for free here. A Summary version of the report can be found below.


    
 

                    
		    

		                		                    
                    
                    
                        

    
        
            
                CFA Institute & BETTER FINANCE Report on The Review of The Listing Rules in The EU

                
            

        
  
        
[Provisional Version of January 2024 – Final version available soon] The report by CFA Institute and BETTER FINANCE critically reviews the EU’s listing rules, targeting reforms to improve public market accessibility for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). It aims to foster debate amidst the ongoing review of the Listing Act by the European Commission (EC)


    
 

                    
		    

		                		                		                		                    
                    
                    
                        

    
        
            
                BETTER FINANCE response to the call for feedback to the Platform on Sustainable Finance’s draft report on social taxonomy

                
            

        
  
        
BETTER FINANCE welcomes the horizontal and vertical dimensions represented in the objectives of the taxonomy. Furthermore, we would like to suggest expanding the horizontal dimension based on the promotion of gender equality which should not be based only on the gender pay gap but also on freedom of expression, assembly, etc.


    
 

                    
		    

		                		                    
                    
                    
                        

    
        
            
                BETTER FINANCE feedback to the draft European Sustainability Reporting Standards (ESRS) Delegated Act

                
            

        
  
        
BETTER FINANCE believes that the European Commission should not further diminish the ambition of ESRS. At the very least, there should be a set of mandatory disclosure requirements (such as GHG emissions) irrespective of materiality assessments made by companies.
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